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FIREARMS ACT 1973 � REVIEW RECOMMENDATIONS 
Grievance 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West) [9.37 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police and is about the raft of 
recommendations that have arisen out of a WA Police review of the Firearms Act 1973. Members might be 
aware that WA Police commenced a review of that act in 2007. Police say they consulted with the groups 
affected and have distributed recommendations for what would be significant changes to how firearms are 
regulated in the state. It is apparent from careful examination of these recommendations that the people in 
regions will be penalised for, it appears, no good reason.  

The minister would appreciate that the nature of the North West electorate means that many of my constituents 
are pastoralists or graziers or people employed on properties. In fact, it is not only these professionals who would 
be affected, but almost everybody in regional areas. Members who have lived in the vast north west know that 
firearms are a part of the way of life, for no reason other than they are necessary to the business of getting along 
with the land. If the government further restricts the already well-regulated use of firearms by country people, it 
will just make life tough for people carving out a living from the land.  

Concerns have been raised with me on a number of occasions and as details of this proposal filter through the 
community, I am sure that many groups and individuals will be knocking on the minister�s door for a firm 
statement from government.  

Last week I met Mr Ron Bryant, the president of the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (WA) Inc, and 
John Mapleson, who is a member of its committee. The Sporting Shooters Association is a large organisation 
representing more than 5 000 members located in more than 60 sub-branches around the state. Members will be 
aware that the Sporting Shooters Association has been working hard with the government and WA Police to 
improve the regulatory framework to ensure greater simplicity and transparency. Mr Bryant raised a number of 
concerns about the recommendations in the review. I urge the minister to look at these recommendations 
carefully and to consider their ramifications for country people.  

Recommendation 3 in the review is of great concern to people in the regions. If this recommendation is 
implemented, pastoralists and graziers will no longer be able to have their handguns licensed for �occupational 
purposes�. The review recommends that only people who work in security-related industries be granted a firearm 
licence for occupational purposes. The concern is that situations may arise on farms in which handguns are 
necessary. Farmers occasionally need to defend themselves and their families against feral animals. They also 
sometimes need to put down stock in a humane way. The review recommended that rifles be used in these 
circumstances, or even animal tasers. However, the simple fact is that animal tasers are ineffective, and in some 
cases inhumane. Rifles can be dangerous to carry while riding on a motorcycle or on horseback, or while in a 
helicopter. My concern, which reflects the concern of shooters, pastoralists and graziers, is that this 
recommendation may compromise the safety of country people. Anyone who has tried to carry a rifle while 
riding on a motorcycle will know exactly what I mean.  

Recommendation 4 is also of great concern. The review recommends that a firearms dealer�s licence be 
cancelled if a dealer fails to engage in a fixed number of transactions a year. The exact number of transactions is 
yet to be determined. The problem for people in my electorate is that firearms dealers in regional areas may not 
transact the required amount of business, and local customers will be forced to go to the city to make firearms 
purchases. Many regional operators operate to meet ad hoc demand. They provide an important service. The cost 
of this service for pastoralists and graziers would certainly increase if that recommendation were implemented 
by the government. 

Recommendation 14 is also of concern. The review recommends that firearm licence holders be required to 
reapply and requalify for their licence every five years. This is of great concern to my constituents. WA Police�s 
own research shows that of the 500 people who responded to the discussion paper on these recommendations, 
88.3 per cent were against this recommendation. There is overwhelming opposition to this recommendation. I 
urge the minister to clearly declare his opposition to this recommendation as soon as possible. A huge 
administrative burden will also be associated with this recommendation. In light of this government�s cuts to 
services, it would be unfair to demand that WA Police�s already overworked firearms inquiry unit manage this 
huge additional workload. This recommendation would also unnecessarily compromise the service that is 
provided to firearm owners. There is no compelling reason for the implementation of this recommendation. The 
report certainly does not identify any community benefits from this recommendation. In fact, the implementation 
of this recommendation will place a further imposition and unnecessary bureaucratic burden on the community.  

The review also recommends that the requirement that interstate visitors be issued with a temporary firearm 
permit be retained. Western Australia is the only state that does not recognise interstate firearm licences. It is 
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important that Western Australia be part of a national system of firearms regulation. This will be a much more 
effective way of reducing the bureaucratic burden, and, most importantly, achieving greater community safety.  

The review also proposes that new specifications for shooting ranges be created under regulation. The 
Commissioner of Police already has the power under the Firearms Act to ban shooting ranges. I therefore 
maintain that additional regulation is unnecessary.  

The review also recommends that it be an offence to fail to renew a firearm licence. The Sporting Shooters 
Association has told me that it receives regular complaints from members who have not received a renewal 
notice for their firearm licence. I understand that the problem relates to the police computer system. It seems to 
me that the creation of an offence may serve to punish licence holders for a problem that is beyond their control. 
We need to ensure that the licensing system works properly before we go down the path of handing out 
automatic infringements. I am sure the Minister for Police will be considering these issues carefully. The 
minister must guarantee that the interests of people in the regions are protected. Although the need for 
appropriate firearms regulation is a necessary fact of life, the government must be sensible and balanced when 
considering these recommendations.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Minister for Police) [9.44 am]: It must be Rob Johnson day today! Three of 
the four grievances that have been raised today have been to me! One of those grievances was from friendly fire, 
one was from fairly friendly fire, and one was from what I would class as the enemy!  

In relation to the grievance from the member for North West, I know that the member�s concern is genuine. I 
have to tell the member that this is a very difficult issue to consider. I do sympathise with many of the people 
who own a firearm. Some of these pastoralists and graziers have had their handguns for many, many years. 
However, that does not mean that that situation should continue forever. The decision was made at the 
Australasian Police Ministers� Council that this issue should be reviewed to try to get as many concealable 
guns�which are handguns, of course�out of the public domain. That is obviously the reason WA Police has 
been reviewing this particular matter.  

I think we are talking about fewer than 20 pastoralists and graziers who still retain a handgun. Most of the 
pastoralists and graziers have handed over their handguns willingly, or certainly without too much objection. It 
should be noted also that some people have objected to handing over their handgun and have taken their case to 
the State Administrative Tribunal, which was set up under the member�s government, to make the decision about 
whether they should be allowed to retain their handgun. As I understand it, those cases have not been successful; 
the State Administrative Tribunal has upheld the decision of the police to confiscate those handguns. The figure 
that was quoted to me recently was that only 16 or 20 people still retain a handgun. 

Mr V.A. Catania: Yes, about 16 or 20 people still retain a handgun. However, the whole industry will obviously 
be affected if that ban on handguns is brought in. More people would be affected than just those 16 or 20 people. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I accept what the member has said, and I am glad the member agrees with me that only 16 
or 20 people still retain a handgun and have not handed it in to the police. I do not believe that will have a 
negative influence on the industry at all.  

A member of a sporting shooters club is allowed to own a handgun provided the person does not have a criminal 
record or is deemed unsuitable, and provided the person takes part in competitions within a sporting shooters 
club every six to eight weeks. If a person does not turn up at the shooting range for a year, the person obviously 
does not need a handgun and should not be allowed to have a handgun. I think every member of this house 
would agree that we do not want to see handguns dotted around the state in people�s homes when they are not 
being used for the purpose for which they were bought; that is, for sporting shooting purposes. Even though that 
firearm may be in a locked cabinet in the person�s home, the member would be well aware that it is not 
impossible to steal a cabinet from a home, and in the past some of these guns have been stolen and have been 
used for illegal purposes. A responsible government would want to try to reduce the availability of those guns.  

In relation to pastoralists and graziers, there are alternatives, as the member would be aware. By law, they are not 
allowed to use handguns for the purpose of killing vermin. I am sure a person would think it is great to ride 
around with a six-gun on his hip or in a shoulder holster, but that may not be the safest way to deal with vermin 
problems on that person�s pastoral land. I do not know. I needed to take advice from the police, as any police 
minister would do, and their advice is that because there are other very viable alternatives, handguns should not 
be used for that purpose.  

I agree with the Sporting Shooters Association and all its members that there have been complaints over the 
years about computer glitches causing delays and licence holders having to wait for ages in the police licensing 
branch to renew firearms licences. There have been delays, but I am happy to inform the house today that the 
police are reviewing the whole process, and in future it will be a lot easier to renew firearms licences and other 
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licences, such as those in the security industry. I believe it is pointless, and the commissioner agrees, to tie up 
sworn and trained police officers by having them stand behind desks working computers to deal with licences. I 
predict that in the future people will be able to renew firearms licences through Australia Post, as can be done 
with any other licence. As long as they answer the questions honestly, people will be able to renew their licences 
through Australia Post, making the process much easier. The renewal will be rejected only if a licence holder has 
contravened the conditions of owning a firearm. All applications for firearms licences from new applicants will 
need to go through the normal procedure, but that will be much simplified. If a person with a firearms licence 
owns half a dozen firearms for genuine legal reasons, it seems stupid that he would have to apply every single 
time to renew the licence. If a person wants to add another firearm, why not make it simple? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Will the Tasers that are supposed to replace firearms have to be licensed? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We know that the member for Girrawheen is against Tasers. She has publicly said so. 
Tasers can be used very effectively in many areas for controlling humans and some animals. 
 


